
The FAA and your 

Drone program!



UAS Groups

∙ Micro UAS – under .55 lbs

∙ sUAS - .55 to 55 lbs

∙ Over 55 lbs requires aircraft      

certification  



Pilot/Operator Classifications

• Hobbyist – Uses guidance from AC 91.57A, no certificate   

required!



Pilot/Operator Classifications

• Commercial Operator – requires testing to receive Part 

107 Remote Pilot-in-Command Certificate



Pilot/Operator Classifications

• Public Aircraft Operator – Government agency (any level) 

Requires Certificate of Authorization



How can public agencies fly legally?



Certificate of Authorization (Public Sately)



Blanket COA



Jurisdictional COA



Part 107



Visual Observer





Airspace



Skyvector.com



Some of Newport Utilities missions

for the drone.



Halls Top fire



FLIR Tools PRIMARY SUB



Primary Sub heat signatures 





Questions ???


